
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Yasuhiko Matsuda is the World Bank Country Manager for Malaysia, leading the team based at the World Bank 
Inclusive Growth and Sustainable Finance Hub in Kuala Lumpur. Mr. Matsuda is an expert on public sector 
governance and human development, primarily in service delivery for social protection, education, and health 
with over 25 years of experience in various technical and managerial roles in the World Bank. After a year-long 
stint as a consultant working on education reform issues at the World Bank headquarters in Washington, DC, 
Matsuda formally joined the World Bank as a Young Professional in 1997 in Nairobi, Kenya. From 1998-2013, he 
worked as a public sector specialist, leading the World Bank’s public sector governance engagement in Brazil 
(2000-06) and the Philippines (2006-13). In parallel, he led or participated in governance tasks in several other 
countries in Latin America and East and South Asia. In 2013, he switched specialization to human development. 
He led the World Bank’s social protection engagement in Nepal (2014-16) while contributing technical work on 
social protection service delivery in Costa Rica, Indonesia, and Pakistan. Subsequently, he served as Program 

Leader to coordinate the Bank’s engagements in human development and governance in Afghanistan, based in Kabul (2017-20). Matsuda’s most 
recent assignment before he took up the current assignment was Lead Specialist, Human Capital Project, where he spearheaded development and 
piloting of outcome-oriented public expenditure, and institutional reviews focused on select human capital issues. Matsuda holds a BA in political 
science from Waseda University, Japan, and a Ph.D. in political science from the University of Pittsburgh, USA.  
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